CHAPTER XVI
GEORGE VL

PRINCE ALBERT FREDERICK ARTHUR GEORGE, second son of
King George V. and Queen Mary (at that time Duke and Duchess of
York) was born at York Cottage, Sandringham, on I4th December 1895.
He did not receive the title of Duke of York, traditionally attached to the second
son of a reigning king, until June 1920. When, sixteen years after this, he un-
expectedly succeeded to the throne on the abdication of his elder brother, it was
observed that five previous Dukes of York had become King: Edward IV.,
Henry VIIL, Charles L, and George V.

The prince was educated at home, chiefly at Sandringham, until the age of
fourteen. He learned football playing with the village boys at Sandringham.
In January 1909 he entered Osborne as a naval cadet. He had the usual two
years' training there, and the next two years at Dartmouth. He then went to
sea as a cadet, January 1913, for six months' cruising in H.M.S, Cumberland on
the North Atlantic station. In August 1913 he was gazetted mishipman in
H.M.S. Collingwood. An operation for appendicitis which was found to be
necessary in September 1914, and some persistent gastric trouble, interfered
seriously with his war-service, but he recovered in time to rejoin the Collingwood
as sub-lieutenant, and to take part in the Battle of Jutland, 3ist May 1916.
Such an opportunity seldom or never occurs, for the condition of royalty neces-
sarily precludes princes in the line of succession from going into the attack. It
is naturally a legitimate source of satisfaction to the King and the British peoples
that he stood where Nelson stood, and where every sailor, whatever his rank,
stands, when his ship is in action. In a naval battle everything is " front-line."

In November 1917 Prince Albert transferred to the Royal Air Force, and
reached the rank of captain before the War was over. Eventually (March 1919)
he had the satisfaction of qualifying as an " A " Pilot. In 1919, like many
thousands of young officers, the Prince, though rather older (twenty-four years)
than most who took this course, " went back to school/' as an undergraduate
of Trinity College, Cambridge.

During the sixteen years before his accession to the Crown the public work
of the Duke of York was mainly in social affairs, not so much of a ceremonial
character (though he undertook a considerable share of this too) as of an indus-
trial character. He accepted the position of President of the Industrial Welfare
Society and undertook the duties actively and seriously. He also promoted